
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

New and existing post-16 options What’s new? 

A-levels and T Levels 

are joined by V Levels 

at level 3 

 

Two new level 2 pathways 

(roughly the same level as 

GCSE) are available to 

support students into 

further study or work 

 

New level 1 GCSE 

qualifications provide a 

foundation year ahead of 

level 2 GCSE resit(s) 

What? 

The Government have 
recently announced changes 

to the options available to 
students at the post-16 stage. 

Why? 

To make sure it is really clear what 
the options are for you and that 

you can gain the skills, knowledge 
and behaviours employers and 

the wider economy need. 

When? 

The first new courses are 
planned to start in 

September 2027, with 
different courses being 
rolled out until 2030/31. 

What are the new 
post-16 options? 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

English and 

maths 

 

T Levels 

 

A-levels 



 

 

V Levels - key facts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Attract UCAS points. 

Further Study Pathway - key facts 

 

 
 

 

 

Occupational Pathway - key facts 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

or 

GCSE English or maths at Grade 3 or below? 
 

or 
 

 

Grade 2 or 
below 

Level 1 GCSE 
stepping-stone 

 

Grade 3 
 

 
SEND/low 

attainment 

Taken GCSEs (or equivalent) and ready 
for a post-16 pathway? 

 

Ready for study at level 3 

or an apprenticeship? 

 

Ready to work and learn 

at level 2? 

Post-16 pathways from 2027 

 

Yes No Yes 

  

No 

 

 

Combination of 
A-levels and V 

Levels 

 

V Levels 

GCSE 
resit 

Year 2 post-16 Year 1 post-16 

Level 2 
apprenticeship 

 

T Level 

Direct entry 
into a skilled 

job 

 

A-levels 

Two-year pathway 



Continue GCSE 
if needed 

GCSE

 

or 
resit 
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Level 3 
apprenticeship Progression as 

appropriate 
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